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respects he had as much power and influence as
though he were called king.1

In the next month Sargon began his campaign
against Merodach-baladan. The unfortunate Chal-
dean had withdrawn in the early spring or late
winter from Iqbi-Bel to his old city of Bit-Yakin,
where he employed his time in the preparation of
extensive fortifications against Sargon, whose inva-
sion he must have been continually expecting. He
opened a canal from the Euphrates and filled the
country about the city with water, breaking down
all the bridges, so that no approach to the city
was possible. Sargon found a way to overcome
this difficulty, though he does not enlighten us as
to his method. The city, once attacked, soon fell,
and Merodach-baladan, who had been wounded in
the first assault, made good his escape to Elam,
An army from the Puqudu and the Sute, who were
coming to help Merodach-baladan, was then over-
come and the city of Bit-Yakin first plundered and
then destroyed.8 In the city Sargon found the rich
men of Babylonia who had been deprived of their
property in order that Merodach-baladan might
reward the men who had made him king. They
were sent back to their homes and their property
restored. Furthermore, the priesthood received a
rich reward for their share in Sargon's triumphs
by the return of gods whom Merodach-baladan
had taken away and the restoration of the elabo-

1 Winckler, Qesckiche, p 127.

2 Annals, lines 347-369.